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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings to all! Here we are in late Decembéehe
holiday season is upon us and another year is coming
to a close. As we look back on 2015, we can recall an
excellent foray season. Our total species count for
the year, not counting the weekend foraystbe

spring foray, was a record 335 species. This
compares to 294 for 2014, which was itself a pretty
good year. You can find the complete species list
elsewhere in this newsletter. Some of the more
interesting finds are discussed in the foray reports.

I'd like to thank all of our foray leaders who made

this past season possibieBill Blank, John Steinke,
Britt Bunyard, Pat Leacock, Bob and Judy Kaplan,
Susan and Jim Selle, Chuck Soden, and Andrew
Khitsun.Thank you all for sharing your experience
and knavledge and supporting our society.

Though mushroonhunting has slowed down at this
time of year, it has not completely gone away. We
recently received an inquiry from someone who had
just found some blewits. Nonetheless, it is that time
of year when tle WMS turns to more indoor
activities. We have our annual potluck and slide
show coming up in January. Everyone enjoys
showing off theirecipesand sampling the cooking

of other members. If you have taken some photos of
mushrooms that you would like ideified or just
because the mushrooms are neat or the pictures are
pretty, please bring them for the slide show.

Our 2016 lecture season starts in February. Our first
speaker, Suzanne Joneson, will be new to our group.
Suzanne is a biologist who speciaize the study of
lichens. Most of us are somewhat aware of lichens
and can probably recognize them on trees.
Suzanne's lecture will be an opportunity to learn
more about this important group. In March, we will
be visited by Dan Lindner, of the Forest dRrots

Lab. Dan has spoken to the WMS before, but not in
recent years. This time, he will be discussing current
research on the fungus that is causing the
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devastating whitenose syndrome in bats. April's
lecture topic will be more practical. Our very own
Steve Shapson will share his knowledge and
experience about home cultivation of mushrooms.
As a finale to the lecture season, Britt Bunyard, who
recently moved to California, is planning to return to
Wisconsin for a visit in May and he may grace us
with a presentation, though that is TBA at this point.

The WMS board is also thinking beyond the
upcoming lecture series. Because of the departure
of Britt Bunyard, we will no longer be having our
annual picnic at his farmstead. So, we are looking for
other potential venues for that event. If you have a
place to suggest that would accommodate a pichic
and meeting for 4660 people, please let me know.
We also plan to continue with the annual
Northwoods Foray that Britt started in 2009. More
information about thatwill be in the spring
newsletter.

We are also looking for a webmaster for our WMS
website. A new member, Kevin Hanley, volunteered
in early 2015 to do this job. He added some new
features to the website and was very quick to make
changes upon request. fbrtunately, Kevin is not
continuing, but we certainly appreciate his efforts
over most of the past year. So, if anyone feels this
type of volunteer work would interest them, please
let me know atColleen.Vachuska@gmail.coor
contact@wisconsinmycologicalsociety.org

To all of you, | wish you a very happy and productive
new year and | look forward to seeing you at our
winter events.

- Colleen Vachuyskeember222015
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2016 Upcoming EentsCalendar

Thursday, January 217:00 pm
Annual Membership Slideshow and Potluck

Greenfield Park Pavilio2028 S. 124 St., West Allis

Membersg New options for
paying your dues

Wisconsin Mycological Society annual
membership due¢$20)are collected in

Bring your favorite dish to pass for the potluck. Save your favorite fung December and January. Prompt payment he

digital images to a flash drive or CD to share during the slideshow. Yot
$20 WMSdues can also be paid at the potluck.

2016 WMS LECTURE SERIES

Location: New Berlin Public taloy, 15105 Library Lane, New Berlin
All lectures start at 7 pm and will end by 8:45 pm.

Monday, February 8

Learn more about the special relationship
between fungiand algaeim { @ YO A2 (G A O
t I NIy S NE K A with Suganije 3dddéShy a
of UWWaukesha. Professor Joneson will

also discuss lichen diversity and current

areas of research.

Wednesday, March 16

Dan Lindner of the USDA Forest Products Lab
in Madison will presenft t 2 NI N> A G 2 F
Tracking the Fungus that is Decimating Bat

t 2LJddzf I GA2y & Ayhobgh & K !
fungus that causes whiteose syndrome
threatens many bat species with extinction,

its discovery has led to an explosion of research
into previousy little-known fungi.

Wednesday, April 6

Learn how taEasily cultivate edible fungi in
g2dzNJ 26y WMSopard nmddReband
mushroom grower Steve Shapswaill explain how
easy it is to grow specific edible fungi, including
oysters, winecap strophariaand shiitakefor
years to come on eadgp-obtain substrate.
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us better plan society event&nd now, you
have three ways to pay!

Personal check
Please send a $20 check (with your name)
payable to WMS to:

Peg Oberbeck, WMS Secretary/Treasuret
6707 MapleTerrace
Wauwatosa, WI 53213

Paypabr Credit card
Visitwww.wisonsinmycologicalsociety.com
Ot A0l 2y a4/ K22al8 &2

the homepage, and then select your
membership choice to be directed to the
Paypal login page. From this page, either si
in to Paypal with your login information or of
to pay by credit card or debit card.

If you have a change of address or would like
make a comment, please fill out a new
membership application.

BonusWJoin both WMS and NAMA an
get a discount on your NAMA dues!
* 1 year WMS + NAMA membershiy
with electronic NAMA newsletter: $4!
* 1 year WMS + NAMA membershiy
with hard copy NAMA newsletter: $6
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Rare green lobster mushroom found
during Hiles foray

Reprinted fom theJuly 30, 2015 edition of tHeorest Republican ‘H-'

T

The annual Wisconsin Mycological Society summer foray to Hiles and tr
bAO2tSi blraGA2yIlf C2NBad I NBI (KA
4dz00S&aa¢ o0& . NAGG .dzyel NRI ylfiAz
Fungi Magazine

2 KSy alSR FT2NJ KA& &dzYYINB 2F
O2YYSY(iSRZ a9@SNE &SINIAa 3I22R &
gKFi 6S FTAYR KSNB Ay (GKS 1 AfSa I NBI

With cooperation by tk weather and excellent growing conditions,
participants gathered an additional 30 new species not previously found in
area. The discoveries bring the total to 350 different varieties of mushroomg
found in the HilesNicolet National Forest area ovérd seven years the foray &

day foray.

Most exciting to the group was the discovery of two seldormsearieties .
not only rare to this area but throughout North America. One is commonly |
NBFSNNBR (2 a | a3INBSy t206aiSNWE
this in Northern Wisconsin during his many years of research. What was

height. He said a green lobster of this size is akin to someone telling a fish §
story that grows in stature each time it is told. The other discovery was a v
dzy dza dzi £ & G NHzF T tn8if thiy @eh. It iINuGUsSRIdRatlt &
being sent to the University of Florida for identification. The green lobster i<
being shipped to Finland, where a university researcher there will examine
properties.

There were an additional 10 varie§ that could not be identified. This,
again, was unusual as both Bunyard and Leacock are recognized as expe
North America and throughout the world and typically can identify and type
They both stated that the Hiles foray is regarded by expertherfield as
being one of the most prolific areas in the U.S. for mushroom enthusiasts.

Plans&dB | f NBF Reé o06SAy3a YIRS F2N (KS
are planning some new activities that will be very appealing to local Foray leaders Britt
mushroom enthusiasts. Plans are being discussed that will include a walki gynyard (top)and
tour for area people with a focus on mumom identification and education.  patrick Leacockabove)
Tentatively that activity will be on the Saturday of the foray. The event is
normally held the third or fourth weekend in July with the Little Pine Motel
Hiles acting as host.

Watch for signup information
for the 2016 Northwoods foray
in the Spring 2016 newsletter!
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2015 Bayfield County ForRgport

ByBritt Bunyard

Last Septembet-6, a brand
new foray was held jointly
between the Wisconsin and
Minnesota Mycological
Societies in Bayfield County,
Wisconsin. Dubbed the

G. F@FASER / 2dz 8.
event has been growing out
of a small publidoray that |
have done with the Cable (Wisconsin) regional community ar
the Cable Museum of Natural History. Although very loosely
organized, the event has been a success, with great interest
the public and always an amazing array of mushrooms to be
seen each September in northwest Wisconsin. All credit goe
to Emily Stone, Naturalist of the Cable Museum of Natural
History, for her indefatigable spirit and desire to educate the _‘
public on all things in the forest.

You never know what to expect when you offer a new
foray, especially onavith very little planning and organization ©
(no one to blame but me for that!). But several members fro
the WMS turned out, despite the fiveour drive. Bafjeld
Caunty is closer to the MinneapoliSt. Paul (MN) area and, as
expected, many more members of the Minnesota club attended. After a few last minute emails, it was agreed
that out of towners would all meet up at a local spot for beer and wood ehedied pizza for dinner on the first
evening. Saturday morning we convened at the Cable Museum, made our introductions, and broke into groups
to foray the ChequamegeNicolet National Forest.

Found at the Bayfield Co. forafgoletellus russellii

There were multiple morning
and afternoon forays sites slated
for Saturday and Sunday. My first
foray Saturday morning, to
Drummond Woods, was an omen
for things to comeDrummond
Woods is a relatively small forest
a few miles north of Cable and
features a trail that winds through
old growth white pine and eastern
hemlock trees, and across a
boardwalk through tamarachlack
spruce swamp part of the way.

Il AaG2NAOI e GKS
drew sawyers to the area to fate
massive white pines that

abounded. In Drummond Woods

Found at the Bayfield Co. foragantharellus roseocanus
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you can see just how large these trees can grow if left uncut for centu
lfaz y20Se2NIKex (GKAA LI NIAOdzZ |

the weekend) follow the North Country Trail;ghs the longest National

Scenic Trail in the USA (4,600 miles) and stretches from NY to ND, lin
seven northern states. Everyone began to spot mushrooms immediatg ;
LQR y20 0SSy Ay (KS ¢22Ra FT2N) YEeE
something small andurious on huge cut logs flanking the trail. Like a til
2@ a0 SNJ Y dzit KidoB r2dvit wis the very rarely seen cinnabar 4" 3 - @
red mock oysterCrepidotus cinnabarinué! QY O2y FARSY (0 (GKA&a A& GKS FANRG aAraki
little mushroom. The fevannualsigttings of this speciegsually occuin the Southeast. Even more curious were

the other common whiteCrepidotugyrowing right along with their blooded cousins.

. ydziSa o

Had my weekend ended right there in the first five minuteshef foray, for me it would have been totally
g2NIK AlGP ¢KIy1 T dzéinf @orefammaziRginiish@ams WefeRseelr all ywéekend long. Nearly 250
species werédentified that weekend which has
to rank up there as one of the dlme forays
ever inWisconsin. Several of the experts there
agreed we doubtless would have surpassed 400
had we had more time, experts to examine
specimens, and been collecting and identify
small stuff. (400 species put you up there with
some of the best atime nationalforays!)

The trees and scenery were great at every
foray site. The meals in the evening were very
nicet many of us met up for dinner at the
[ F1S622Ra wSa2 Niiedther wak a G | dzNJ
unbelievabler if anything it was too warm,

remaining above 70 degrees all weekend. But the
Above:Boletus parasiticus ~ Below: Cvstoderma fallax ~ mushrooms were all anyone could talk about.

They were everywhere. And in tremendous
diversity. Whatever your interegt including
ediblest they were caoning in by the basketful.
l'YR LQft tSG &@2dz Ay 2y I Al
every year up there in Septembe3b make

plans now to attend the 2016 Bayfield County
Foray, scheduled for September£ 2016.

Thanks so much to Peter & Colleen of the WMS;
Ron, Marek & John and othdrsthe MMS for all
the ID work There were so many really rarely
seen finds; species rarely seen or never recorded
previously in Wisconsin, as well as rarely seen in
North America. It really is a special place!

IF YOU G 2018 Although one of the largest counties in Wisconsin, Bayfield County has not one stoplight. The
Lakewoods Resort offers very nice accommodations right on the edge of the 18k dzQf f KSI NJ £ 22y & NX
your window as you go to sleep and wakeeachday. Lake Namakagon is really huge and is one of only three

fr1Sa Ay 2Aa02yaiAy YIylFr3aSR a F adNRLKe Ydzale flF{1Sdpe ¢
is mostly National Forest, and in September the forests are carpeted withrowsis. The habitat is mixed forest:

black, red, and white oak species; red, sugar, and mountain maple; birch (paperbark, yellow) and poplar;
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hornbeam and hophornbeam; basswood; tamarack and black spruce; red pine; and white pine. This is the
westernmostVA i 2F GKS S aldSNYy KSYt201T GKS&@QNB 02YY2y KSNB®
FYR a2YS 2F (GKS fI NBS&adG LRLzZ I GdA2ya 2F fFRé& af ALILISNI 2 NJ
is increasing steadily (though you may set any); black bear and elk are commonly seen, moose less so; this is

about the only place in the USA east of the Rockies where you are likely to see fisher and marten.

Devifd Lake ForayeRort

ByBritt Bunyard

On September 13 KS 2 a{ O2y @SySR 2y 5S@AftQa [I1S {GFdS tFN] F2N
Lake Foray and Winery Tour. | came up with the idea of doing a foray and winery outing, as several other clubs in
b2NIK ! YSNAOI R2 aA Yaigrfedt dhbt ® gdof d Hike bubirstieXal ican ble vety 8ry, thas

the backup plan of heading to nearby Wollersheim Wing&hisfall the winery trip never happened as Mother

Nature was good to us, supplying ample moisture. And the mushrooms respiméetl. They were everywhere!

Colleen had her clipboard in hand and worked feverishly to prepare a species list for us and you will note many
FFEYAEAFNI FIEf YdzZaKNR2YA yR Y2NB GKFy | FTéetnk yi SNBadAy:
walnut mycenasNlycena luteopallenst 1 KS@ QNB 2 FGSy GKS adtkrNB 2F GKS akKz2g |
were much less plentiful than in past years. Probably my personal favorite fintiylagsilus rubrobrunnea
(right), a beautiful bolete
featuring a purple cap and brow
stalk (and note those beautiful
white reticulations on the top of
the stalk). Another interesting
FAYR GKIFGQa y2i
AYRSSR AGQa SI &
your nose: the foul smelling
G 02 N1 (i fWHcholoma
sulphureum.

Edible varieties were
numerous: hen of the woods,
chicken mushroom, many
puffballs, edible boletes, smooth
lepiotast even chanterelles!
Always an excellent outing at
5SgAftQa [F1S |
Septembersare mod (i = { K Tylopilus rubrobrunneus Photo by Britt Bunyard

no need to go to the winery!
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Mirror Lake Foray report
By Andrew Khitsun

Thelate Septembeweather was good for the foray, and the group seemed to like the setting,
with shelter and picnic tables by the beautifgliet lake. The lake is technically a widening of
Dell Creek, which cat deep gorge in Cambrian sandstone. Sincestteds in the driftlessarea
"true" lakes are all but nowxistent here. The prevailing landscape is paad forest on sand,
with afew wet areas intermixed.

Several species éfmanitawere found, as | expected, including lovAinanita flavorubengpicked up by John
Steinke Johnalso found an wesome specimen d@yzygospora mycetophilAlso, several specieslodiccariavere
found, includind_.trullisata
(I love this species, but
waited for a long time
for someone with more
experience to confirm the
identity). Helminthosphaeria
clavariarumis typical in the
park, preying orClavulina
cristata. But watch out for
Clavulina cinerethat looks
almost like parasitized

is another species very
common in the park, and
was picked by members of
the foray, although its time
was mostly over, with only
old dry specimesstill
standing. But foSuillus
species this was just the
right time to be picked for
the dinner table.

The flagship species in  Above:Laccaria
this foray were the Honey  trullisata
mushrooms, though. Some
scientist believe that genus
Armillariaexistsin theform
of interconnected bodies
forminga"superorganisni’  Photos by
where individual patches ~ Andrew Khitsun
of mushrooms are just
manifestations othe enormous underground
mycelium encompassing hundreds of acres of
the woodland. I lack the proper education to
comment on tha, but | do know that this park
can produceobscene quantities of Honeys
duringgood yeas. | don't think 2015 was a

Right:Clavulina
cinerea
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