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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Greetings to all! Here we are in late December ς the 

holiday season is upon us and another year is coming 

to a close. As we look back on 2015, we can recall an 

excellent foray season. Our total species count for 

the year, not counting the weekend forays or the 

spring foray, was a record 335 species. This 

compares to 294 for 2014, which was itself a pretty 

good year. You can find the complete species list 

elsewhere in this newsletter. Some of the more 

interesting finds are discussed in the foray reports.  

I'd like to thank all of our foray leaders who made 

this past season possible ς Bill Blank, John Steinke, 

Britt Bunyard, Pat Leacock, Bob and Judy Kaplan, 

Susan and Jim Selle, Chuck Soden, and Andrew 

Khitsun. Thank you all for sharing your experience 

and knowledge and supporting our society.  

 

Though mushroom-hunting has slowed down at this 

time of year, it has not completely gone away.  We 

recently received an inquiry from someone who had 

just found some blewits.  Nonetheless, it is that time 

of year when the WMS turns to more indoor 

activities. We have our annual potluck and slide 

show coming up in January. Everyone enjoys 

showing off their recipes and sampling the cooking 

of other members. If you have taken some photos of 

mushrooms that you would like identified or just 

because the mushrooms are neat or the pictures are 

pretty, please bring them for the slide show.  

 

Our 2016 lecture season starts in February. Our first 

speaker, Suzanne Joneson, will be new to our group. 

Suzanne is a biologist who specializes in the study of 

lichens. Most of us are somewhat aware of lichens 

and can probably recognize them on trees.  

Suzanne's lecture will be an opportunity to learn 

more about this important group. In March, we will 

be visited by Dan Lindner, of the Forest Products 

Lab. Dan has spoken to the WMS before, but not in 

recent years. This time, he will be discussing current 

research on the fungus that is causing the 

devastating white-nose syndrome in bats. April's 

lecture topic will be more practical. Our very own 

Steve Shapson will share his knowledge and 

experience about home cultivation of mushrooms. 

As a finale to the lecture season, Britt Bunyard, who 

recently moved to California, is planning to return to 

Wisconsin for a visit in May and he may grace us 

with a presentation, though that is TBA at this point.  

 

The WMS board is also thinking beyond the 

upcoming lecture series. Because of the departure  

of Britt Bunyard, we will no longer be having our 

annual picnic at his farmstead. So, we are looking for 

other potential venues for that event. If you have a 

place to suggest that would accommodate a picnic 

and meeting for 40-50 people, please let me know. 

We also plan to continue with the annual 

Northwoods Foray that Britt started in 2009. More 

information about that will be in the spring 

newsletter.  

 

We are also looking for a webmaster for our WMS 

website. A new member, Kevin Hanley, volunteered 

in early 2015 to do this job. He added some new 

features to the website and was very quick to make 

changes upon request. Unfortunately, Kevin is not 

continuing, but we certainly appreciate his efforts 

over most of the past year. So, if anyone feels this 

type of volunteer work would interest them, please 

let me know at Colleen.Vachuska@gmail.com or 

contact@wisconsinmycologicalsociety.org .   

 

To all of you, I wish you a very happy and productive 

new year and I look forward to seeing you at our 

winter events.  

  

  

- Colleen Vachuska, December 22, 2015
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2016 Upcoming Events Calendar

Thursday, January 21, 7:00 pm 

Annual Membership Slideshow and Potluck 

Greenfield Park Pavilion, 2028 S. 124 St., West Allis  

Bring your favorite dish to pass for the potluck. Save your favorite fungi 

digital images to a flash drive or CD to share during the slideshow. Your 

$20 WMS dues can also be paid at the potluck.  

 

 2016 WMS LECTURE SERIES  

 Location:  New Berlin Public Library, 15105 Library Lane, New Berlin 

 All lectures start at 7 pm and will end by 8:45 pm.  

 

Monday, February 8  

Learn more about the special relationship 

between fungi and algae in ά{ȅƳōƛƻǘƛŎ 

tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ [ƛŎƘŜƴǎέ with Suzanne Joneson  

of UW-Waukesha. Professor Joneson will  

also discuss lichen diversity and current  

areas of research.   

 

Wednesday, March 16  

Dan Lindner of the USDA Forest Products Lab  

in Madison will present άtƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ YƛƭƭŜǊΥ 

Tracking the Fungus that is Decimating Bat 

tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦέ Though the 

fungus that causes white-nose syndrome 

threatens many bat species with extinction,  

its discovery has led to an explosion of research 

into previously little-known fungi.       

 

Wednesday, April 6  

Learn how to άEasily cultivate edible fungi in  

ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΦέ WMS board member and 

mushroom grower Steve Shapson will explain how 

easy it is to grow specific edible fungi, including 

oysters, wine-cap stropharia, and shiitake for 

years to come on easy-to-obtain substrate.  

  

 

Members ς New options for  

paying your dues! 

Wisconsin Mycological Society annual 

membership dues ($20) are collected in 

December and January. Prompt payment helps 

us better plan society events. And now, you 

have three ways to pay! 

 

Personal check 

Please send a $20 check (with your name) 

payable to WMS to:    

Peg Oberbeck, WMS Secretary/Treasurer 

6707 Maple Terrace 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

 

 

Paypal or Credit card 

Visit www.wisonsinmycologicalsociety.com, 

ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƘƻƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƘŜǊŜέ ƻƴ 

the homepage, and then select your 

membership choice to be directed to the 

Paypal login page. From this page, either sign 

in to Paypal with your login information or opt 

to pay by credit card or debit card.  

 

 

If you have a change of address or would like to 

make a comment, please fill out a new 

membership application. 

 

 

Bonus! Join both WMS and NAMA and 

get a discount on your NAMA dues! 

* 1 year WMS + NAMA membership 

with electronic NAMA newsletter: $45 

*  1 year WMS + NAMA membership 

with hard copy NAMA newsletter: $60 
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Rare green lobster mushroom found  

during Hiles foray  

Reprinted from the July 30, 2015 edition of the Forest Republican 

The annual Wisconsin Mycological Society summer foray to Hiles and the 

bƛŎƻƭŜǘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ άŀ ƘǳƎŜ 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέ ōȅ .Ǌƛǘǘ .ǳƴȅŀǊŘΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ ƻf 

Fungi Magazine. 
    ²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ .ǳƴȅŀǊŘ 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ ά9ǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘǳŦŦΗ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ 

ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƛƭŜǎ ŀǊŜŀ Χ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΦέ 
    With cooperation by the weather and excellent growing conditions, 

participants gathered an additional 30 new species not previously found in this 

area. The discoveries bring the total to 350 different varieties of mushrooms 

found in the Hiles-Nicolet National Forest area over the seven years the foray 

has been held here. Bunyard and Patrick Leacock of the Chicago Field Museum 

of Natural History catalogued 150 different species collected during the two-

day foray. 
    Most exciting to the group was the discovery of two seldom seen varieties 

not only rare to this area but throughout North America. One is commonly 

ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ άƎǊŜŜƴ ƭƻōǎǘŜǊΦέ .ǳƴȅŀǊŘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ 

this in Northern Wisconsin during his many years of research. What was 

unusual to this particular find was the enormous size, nearly 18 centimeters in 

height. He said a green lobster of this size is akin to someone telling a fish 

story that grows in stature each time it is told. The other discovery was a very 

ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ άǘǊǳŦŦƭŜέ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ Ŧƻǳnd in this area. It is so unusual that it is 

being sent to the University of Florida for identification. The green lobster is 

being shipped to Finland, where a university researcher there will examine its 

properties. 
    There were an additional 10 varieties that could not be identified. This, 

again, was unusual as both Bunyard and Leacock are recognized as experts in 

North America and throughout the world and typically can identify and type. 

They both stated that the Hiles foray is regarded by experts in the field as 

being one of the most prolific areas in the U.S. for mushroom enthusiasts. 
    Plans aǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ IƛƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ 

are planning some new activities that will be very appealing to local 

mushroom enthusiasts. Plans are being discussed that will include a walking 

tour for area people with a focus on mushroom identification and education. 

Tentatively that activity will be on the Saturday of the foray. The event is 

normally held the third or fourth weekend in July with the Little Pine Motel in 

Hiles acting as host. 
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Foray leaders Britt 

Bunyard (top) and 

Patrick Leacock (above) 

Watch for signup information 

for the 2016 Northwoods foray 

in the Spring 2016 newsletter! 
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2015 Bayfield County Foray Report 
By Britt Bunyard 

Last September 4-6, a brand 

new foray was held jointly 

between the Wisconsin and 

Minnesota Mycological 

Societies in Bayfield County, 

Wisconsin. Dubbed the 

ά.ŀȅŦƛŜƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ CƻǊŀȅΣέ ǘƘƛǎ 

event has been growing out  

of a small public foray that I 

have done with the Cable (Wisconsin) regional community and 

the Cable Museum of Natural History. Although very loosely 

organized, the event has been a success, with great interest by 

the public and always an amazing array of mushrooms to be 

seen each September in northwest Wisconsin. All credit goes  

to Emily Stone, Naturalist of the Cable Museum of Natural 

History, for her indefatigable spirit and desire to educate the 

public on all things in the forest. 

      You never know what to expect when you offer a new 

foray, especially one with very little planning and organization 

(no one to blame but me for that!). But several members from 

the WMS turned out, despite the five-hour drive. Bayfield 

County is closer to the Minneapolis-St. Paul (MN) area and, as 

expected, many more members of the Minnesota club attended. After a few last minute emails, it was agreed  

that out of towners would all meet up at a local spot for beer and wood oven-baked pizza for dinner on the first 

evening. Saturday morning we convened at the Cable Museum, made our introductions, and broke into groups  

to foray the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest.  

      There were multiple morning 

and afternoon forays sites slated 

for Saturday and Sunday. My first 

foray Saturday morning, to 

Drummond Woods, was an omen 

for things to come. Drummond 

Woods is a relatively small forest  

a few miles north of Cable and 

features a trail that winds through 

old growth white pine and eastern 

hemlock trees, and across a 

boardwalk through tamarack-black 

spruce swamp part of the way. 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ άbƻǊǘƘǿƻƻŘǎέ 

drew sawyers to the area to fell the 

massive white pines that 

abounded. In Drummond Woods Found at the Bayfield Co. foray: Cantharellus roseocanus  

Found at the Bayfield Co. foray: Boletellus russellii 
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you can see just how large these trees can grow if left uncut for centuries. 

!ƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜǿƻǊǘƘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŦƻǊŀȅ όŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ 

the weekend) follow the North Country Trail; this is the longest National 

Scenic Trail in the USA (4,600 miles) and stretches from NY to ND, linking 

seven northern states. Everyone began to spot mushrooms immediately. 

LΩŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎǇƛŜŘ 

something small and curious on huge cut logs flanking the trail. Like a tiny 

ƻȅǎǘŜǊ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳ Χ but blood red. It was the very rarely seen cinnabar-

red mock oyster, Crepidotus cinnabarinus! LΩƳ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎ 

little mushroom. The few annual sightings of this species usually occur in the Southeast. Even more curious were 

the other common white Crepidotus growing right along with their blood-red cousins. 

      Had my weekend ended right there in the first five minutes of the foray, for me it would have been totally 

ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ, many more amazing mushrooms were seen all weekend long. Nearly 250 

species were identified that weekend which has 

to rank up there as one of the all-time forays 

ever in Wisconsin. Several of the experts there 

agreed we doubtless would have surpassed 400 

had we had more time, experts to examine 

specimens, and been collecting and identifying 

small stuff. (400 species put you up there with 

some of the best all-time national forays!) 

      The trees and scenery were great at every 

foray site. The meals in the evening were very 

nice τ many of us met up for dinner at the 

[ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘǎ wŜǎƻǊǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ weather was 

unbelievable τ if anything it was too warm, 

remaining above 70 degrees all weekend. But the 

mushrooms were all anyone could talk about. 

They were everywhere. And in tremendous 

diversity. Whatever your interest τ including 

edibles τ they were coming in by the basketful. 

!ƴŘ LΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΥ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

every year up there in September! So make 

plans now to attend the 2016 Bayfield County 

Foray, scheduled for September 2-4, 2016. 

Thanks so much to Peter & Colleen of the WMS; 

Ron, Marek & John and others in the MMS for all 

the ID work. There were so many really rarely 

seen finds; species rarely seen or never recorded 

previously in Wisconsin, as well as rarely seen in 

North America. It really is a special place! 

IF YOU GO in 2016: Although one of the largest counties in Wisconsin, Bayfield County has not one stoplight. The 

Lakewoods Resort offers very nice accommodations right on the edge of the lake τ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ƭƻƻƴǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 

your window as you go to sleep and wake up each day. Lake Namakagon is really huge and is one of only three 

ƭŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άǘǊƻǇƘȅ Ƴǳǎƪȅ ƭŀƪŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ Ƴǳǎƪȅ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƴŜŀǊōȅΦ .ŀȅŦƛŜƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

is mostly National Forest, and in September the forests are carpeted with mushrooms. The habitat is mixed forest: 

black, red, and white oak species; red, sugar, and mountain maple; birch (paperbark, yellow) and poplar; 

Above: Boletus parasiticus         Below: Cystoderma fallax   

;  
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hornbeam and hophornbeam; basswood; tamarack and black spruce; red pine; and white pine. This is the 

westernmost liƳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ƘŜƳƭƻŎƪΤ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ōƻƎǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭŀŘȅ ǎƭƛǇǇŜǊ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ǿƻƭŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ  

is increasing steadily (though you may not see any); black bear and elk are commonly seen, moose less so; this is 

about the only place in the USA east of the Rockies where you are likely to see fisher and marten. 

DevilΩs Lake Foray Report 
By Britt Bunyard 

On September 13, ǘƘŜ ²a{ ŎƻƴǾŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ [ŀƪŜ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΥ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ 

Lake Foray and Winery Tour. I came up with the idea of doing a foray and winery outing, as several other clubs in 

bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ Řƻ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ [ŀƪŜ ƛǎ a great spot to go for a hike but in the fall it can be very dry, thus 

the backup plan of heading to nearby Wollersheim Winery. This fall the winery trip never happened as Mother 

Nature was good to us, supplying ample moisture. And the mushrooms responded in kind. They were everywhere!  

      Colleen had her clipboard in hand and worked feverishly to prepare a species list for us and you will note many 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ Ŧŀƭƭ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŀǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ the tiny 

walnut mycenas (Mycena luteopallens) τ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŀǘ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ [ŀƪŜ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ нлмр ǘƘŜȅ 

were much less plentiful than in past years. Probably my personal favorite find was Tylopilus rubrobrunnea  

(right), a beautiful bolete 

featuring a purple cap and brown 

stalk (and note those beautiful 

white reticulations on the top of 

the stalk). Another interesting 

ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ Χ 

ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

your nose: the foul smelling  

άŎƻŀƭ ǘŀǊ ǘǊƛŎƘΣέ Tricholoma 

sulphureum.  

      Edible varieties were 

numerous: hen of the woods, 

chicken mushroom, many 

puffballs, edible boletes, smooth 

lepiotas τ even chanterelles! 

Always an excellent outing at 

5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ [ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

Septembers are moƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ  

no need to go to the winery! 
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Tylopilus rubrobrunneus                     Photo by Britt Bunyard 
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Mirror Lake Foray report 
By Andrew Khitsun 

The late September weather was good for the foray, and the group seemed to like the setting, 

with shelter and picnic tables by the beautiful, quiet lake. The lake is technically a widening of 

Dell Creek, which cuts a deep gorge in Cambrian sandstone. Since the site is in the driftless area, 

"true" lakes are all but non-existent here. The prevailing landscape is pine-oak forest on sand, 

with a few wet areas intermixed.  

      Several species of Amanita were found, as I expected, including lovely Amanita flavorubens picked up by John 

Steinke. John also found an awesome specimen of Syzygospora mycetophila. Also, several species of Laccaria were 

found, including L.trullisata 

(I love this species, but 

waited for a long time  

for someone with more 

experience to confirm the 

identity). Helminthosphaeria 

clavariarum is typical in the 

park, preying on Clavulina 

cristata. But watch out for 

Clavulina cinerea that looks 

almost like parasitized 

C.cristata. Russula nigricans 

is another species very 

common in the park, and 

was picked by members of 

the foray, although its time 

was mostly over, with only 

old dry specimens still 

standing. But for Suillus 

species this was just the 

right time to be picked for 

the dinner table.  

      The flagship species in 

this foray were the Honey 

mushrooms, though. Some 

scientist believe that genus 

Armillaria exists in the form 

of interconnected bodies 

forming a "superorganism," 

where individual patches  

of mushrooms are just 

manifestations of the enormous underground 

mycelium encompassing hundreds of acres of 

the woodland. I lack the proper education to 

comment on that, but I do know that this park 

can produce obscene quantities of Honeys 

during good years. I don't think 2015 was a 

Above: Laccaria 

trullisata 

Right: Clavulina 

cinerea 

 

Photos by  

Andrew Khitsun 
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